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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


STUNNING  QUEEN  ANGEL  FISH  20 
CROWN  SILVER  PROOF  COIN  DATED 
1999  of  TURKS  &  CAICOS:  UNCIR¬ 
CULATED.  MEASURES  APPROX  1.5” 
INCHES  or  38  MM  DIAMETER,  APPROX 
WEIGHT  1.0718  GRAMS/.999  Silver 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  COMPLETE  BOX 
TREBLE  TWO  TONE  SILVER  &  GOLDEN 
LOOK  MIRROR  PROOF  MEDALLION  SET 
in  NEW  CONDITION:  On  May  26, 1999 
the  Manchester  United  soccer  team  won  the 
European  Champions  Cup  Final  in  the  most 
spectacular  finish  the  competition  had  ever 
witnessed  In  so  doing  Manchester  United 
achieved  what,  until  then,  had  been  called 
‘the  impossible  dream’  to  win  the  ‘Treble ;  the 
English  League,  the  F.A.Cup  and  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Cup  in  the  same  season.  All  featured  on 
these  officially  licensed  medallions,  along  with 
the  knighted  Coach,  Sir  Alex  Ferguson.  The 
set  of  39  mm  medallions  is  encapsulated  and 
presented  in  high  grade  silver  (.999  -  may  show 
some  tarnish)  with  Golden-look  trim,  and  is 
boxed  in  a  red  case  with  the  Manchester  United 
logo  adorning  the  inside  cover. 


GOLDINE  OBVERSE  AND  REVERSE  HUB  TRIALS 
BASHLOW  CONFEDERATE  CENT  ORIGINAL 
WRAPPERS  UNCIRCULATED  (OBVERSE  & 
REVERSE  SIZED  at  .75  &  1.25  INCH  OVERALL) 
with  METAL  CONTENT  NOTED  These  are  said  to 
be  EXTREMELY  RARE  as  REFERENCED  on  PAGES 
217-19  of ‘The  LOVETT  CENT  -  a  CONFEDERATE 
STORY’  by  H.  LEVI  &  G.  CORELL. 


CHILE  (A  RADICAL  GROUP  from  NICARA¬ 
GUA  MARCHING  ALONG  the  COAST  NEARLY 
took  PANAMA  CITY  in  MID  -  1900)  MEDALS 
COVER;  CHILE  10  CENTAVOS  YELLOW  with 
COLUMBUS  (UPSIDE-DOWN)  on  an  illus¬ 
trated  envelope  to  AMERICAN  NET  &  TWINE 
CO.,  (MANUFACTURERS  of  EVERYTHING  in 
FISH  NETS )  OPPOSITE  FULTON  MARKET  via 
PANAMA.  FRONT  &  BACK  of  2  MEDALS  (WON 
in  1848  &  1876).  With  VALPARAISO  COMPANY 
HANDSTAMP  of  ANGEL  RIOJA  &  MEDEL  and 
a  REVERSE  ‘PAID  ALL  1  -  4  1900  POST  OFFICE 
NEW  YORK  POSTMARK. 

OVERALL  MEASURES  APPROX  6  x  3.5  INCHES. 


CALLORE-MAILforPRICING, etc.to :#  i,P.O.  B0X407  5 ,  Ft.  Myers, FL.  33918 

/  (239)_3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 

LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 
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Celebrate  Jewish  American 
Heritage  month  with  us 


On  April  20,  2006,  President 
George  W.  Bush  proclaimed  that  May 
would  be  Jewish  American  Heritage 
Month. 

The  announcement  was  the  crown¬ 
ing  achievement  in  an  effort  by  the 
Jewish  Museum  of  Florida  and  South 
Florida  Jewish  community  leaders 
that  resulted  in  resolutions  introduced 
by  Representative  Debbie  Wasserman 
Schultz  (D)  of  Florida  and  Senator  Ar- 
len  Specter  (R)  of  Pennsylvania  urging 
the  President  to  proclaim  a  month  that 
would  recognize  the  more  than  350- 
year  history  of  Jewish  contributions  to 
American  culture. 

The  resolutions  passed  unanimous¬ 
ly,  first  in  the  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  in  December  2005  and  later  in 
the  Senate  in  February  2006. 

Most  recently,  President  Barack 
Obama  issued  a  proclamation  on  May 
1, 2012  in  which  he  stated  that  “gen¬ 
erations  of  Jewish  Americans  have 
brought  to  bear  some  of  our  country's 
greatest  achievements  and  forever 
enriched  our  national  life." 

It  was  an  honor  for  me  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Jewish  American  Heri¬ 
tage  Month  Advisory  Committee  last 
year.  And  so  we  are  pleased  to  devote 
this  issue  of  The  Shekel  exclusively  to 
coins  and  medals  with  Jewish  Ameri¬ 
can  themes. 

I  believe  that  this  is  the  first  time 
that  any  publication  has  commemorat¬ 
ed  Jewish  American  Heritage  Month. 


President’s  Message 

Lastly,  I  want  to  remind  all  of  our 
members  that  our  annual  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  August  1 0, 
from  1-3  p.m.  at  the  World’s  Fair  of 
Money®,  Anaheim  Convention  Cen¬ 
ter,  near  Disneyland. 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  20  7 6 


Please  note  that  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  this 
year  so  that  we  can  meet  jointly  with 
the  members  of  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society.  The  meeting  is  free  to  all. 

Attendees  will  hear  an  illustrated 
lecture  by  renowned  sculptor/medallist 
Eugene  Daub,  who  has  created  medals 
for  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  the 
Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame  and 
many  others. 

Join  us  on  August  10,  from  1  to  3 
p.m.  at  the  World’s  Fair  of  Money®, 
Anaheim  Convention  Center,  near 
Disneyland. 

Wishing  you  all  the  best, 

Hi 
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Letters 


Appreciation  for 
i The  war  of  Quietus9 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  delightful  to  open  my  issue 
of  the  “Shekel”  (January-March 
2016)  and  see  David  Hendin’s  by¬ 
line.  The  article  did  not  disappoint. 

I  learned  a  great  deal  about  the  War 
of  Quietus. 

I  would  like  to  add  a  few  com¬ 
ments.  Regarding  nomenclature,  it 
seems  a  little  awkward  to  call  the 
war  a  “Third  Revolt.” 

The  chronology  is,  in  Mr. 
Hendin”s  words,  “Jewish  War  (First 
Revolt  66-70  C.E.),”  “war  of  Qui¬ 
etus”  115-117  C.E.  and  then  “the 
Bar  Kochba  War  (Second  Revolt: 
132-135  C.E.)” 

Of  course  the  reason  for  call¬ 
ing  the  belligerences  “First”  and 
“Second”  is  that  they  took  place  in 
Judaea,  while  the  war  of  Quietus 
took  place  only  in  the  provinces 
surrounding  Judaea,  and  not  within 
Judaea  proper. 

I  think  the  Talmud  neatly  solves 
the  problem.  Mishna  Sota  49a  calls 
the  First  War,  the  War  of  Vespasian. 
The  War  of  Quietus  is  left  alone, 
and  the  Bar  Kochba  War  is  called 
“The  Final  War.” 

This  is  fitting  since  the  Bar  Ko¬ 
chba  War  marked  the  last  time  an 
independent  Jewish  state  in  Israel 
existed  until  1948  C.E. 


Further  regarding  Mishna  Sota 
49a,  and  Mr.  Hendin’s  citation  of 
the  learned  Rabbi  Yablok,  I  think 
the  rabbi  is  referencing  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Mishna  which  reads  as 
follows:  (using  the  Soncino  Talmud 
text) 

“MISHNAH.  DURING  THE 
WAR  WITH  VESPASIAN  THEY 
[THE  RABBIS]  DECREED 
AGAINST  [THE  USE  OF] 
CROWNS  WORN  BY  BRIDE¬ 
GROOMS  AND  AGAINST  [THE 
USE  OF]  THE  DRUM.  DUR¬ 
ING  THE  WAR  OF  QUIETUS 
THEY  DECREED  AGAINST 
[THE  USE  OF]  CROWNS  WORN 
BY  BRIDES  AND  THAT  NO¬ 
BODY  SHOULD  TEACH  HIS 
SON  GREEK.  DURING  THE 
FINAL  WAR  THEY  DECREED 
THAT  A  BRIDE  SHOULD  NOT 
GO  OUT  IN  A  PALANQUIN  IN 
THE  MIDST  OF  THE  CITY,  BUT 
OUR  RABBIS  DECREED  THAT 
A  BRIDE  MAY  GO  OUT  IN  A 
PALANQUIN  IN  THE  MIDST  OF 
THE  CITY.” 

Thus  is  derived  the  custom  of 
eschewing  crowns  worn  by  brides. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Arthur  Gershman 
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TO  BIGOTRY 


NO  SANCTION 

A  LOOK  AT  THE  NUMEROUS  MEDALS 
COMMEMORATING  THE  TOURO  SYNAGOGUES  LEGACY 


By  Robert  Messing  and  Mel  Wacks 


Throughout  its  long  history,  the 
Jewish  people  have  experi¬ 
enced  many  periods  of  persecution. 
State-sponsored  persecution  of  Jews 
has  occurred  in  many  lands  and  over 
many  eras.  Whether  it  was  under  the 
Babylonians,  the  Romans,  the  Span¬ 
ish  Inquisition,  the  Crusaders  or  the 
Tsars  -  just  to  name  a  few  -  Jews 
knew  what  it  meant  to  be  a  subju¬ 
gated  minority. 

However,  in  August  1790,  the  Jews 
living  in  the  young  country  called  the 
United  States  of  America  received  an 
unusual  welcome.  It  came  in  the  form 
of  a  letter  sent  to  the  Hebrew  Con¬ 
gregation  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
today  known  as  the  Touro  Synagogue. 

This  letter  was  sent  by  George 
Washington,  the  first  President  of  the 


Above:  The  Touro  Synagogue,  Newport, 
Rhode  Island. 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  20  J 6 

U.S.  Far  from  telling  the  Jews  that 
they  were  again  a  subjugated  people, 
Washington  said  that  his  government 
would  be  treating  all  American  citi¬ 
zens,  including  Jews,  as  equals. 

Specifically,  the  new  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  would  “give  to  bigotry  no  sanc¬ 
tion,  to  persecution  no  assistance." 
This  meant  the  government  was 
not  only  being  tolerant  of  different 
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Continued 


Geotge  Washington  wrote  this  letter  in  August  1790  to  the  Hebrew  Congregation  of  New¬ 
port,  Rhode  Island,  repeating  the  words  that  Moses  Seixas  made  in  a  congratulatory  address 
to  Washington  on  Aug.  17,1 790,  on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  the  city  -  stating  that  the  new 
United  States  government  would  "give  to  bigotry  no  sanction,  to  persecution  no  assistance. " 


Continued 

religious  beliefs  but  granting  all  of  its 
citizens  full  liberty  of  conscience. 

Washington  was  paving  the  way  for 
the  First  Amendment  to  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution,  which  ‘'prohibits  the  making 
of  any  law  respecting  an  estabishment 
of  religion  and  impeding  the  free 
exercise  of  religion. 

This  was  adopted  on  Dec.  15,  1791, 
as  one  of  the  ten  Amendments  that 
constitute  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Washington  was  very  specific  about 
the  recipients  of  his  letter,  which 
stated,  ‘kMay  the  children  of  the  Stock 
of  Abraham  who  dwell  in  this  land, 
continue  to  merit  and  enjoy  the  good 


will  of  the  other  inhabitants;  ‘while 
every  one  shall  sit  in  safety  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  there 
shall  be  none  to  make  him  afraid’.” 
(The  end  of  Washington’s  quotation 
is  taken  from  the  Book  of  the  prophet 
Micah,  chapter  four  verse  four.) 

In  the  more  than  3,500  years  of 
Jewish  history,  America’s  treatment 
of  its  Jewish  inhabitants  is  one  of  its 
glorious  high  points. 

A  number  of  medals  have  been  is¬ 
sued  featuring  the  Touro  Synagogue 
and  quotations  from  Washington’s 
historic  letter.  On  the  following  pages 
are  a  sampling  of  some  of  them. 

Continued 
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Medal  sold  at  the  Touro  Synagogue,  Newport.  R.I. 

Obverse:  A  picture  of  the  Touro  Synagogue.  Circling  the  synagogue  are  the  words 
“ Touro  Synagogue.  17 63. Newport,  R.I:  National  Historic  Site”. 

Reverse:  Gentlemen.... For  happily  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  gives  to 
bigotry  no  sanction,  to  persecution  no  assistance...  ”  George  Washington  to  the  Hebrew 
Congregation  of  Newport,  1 790. 


B'nai  B'rith  American  Freedom  series 

George  Washingon/The  Letter  to  the  Touro  Synagogue  medal. 

Obverse :  Profile  of  George  Washington  with  text  "To  Bigotry >  No  Sanction,  To 
Persecution  No  Assistance".  Signature  of  George  Washington.  “ Letter  to  the 
Touro  Synagogue,  August,  1790”. 

Reverse:  A  Menorah  and  an  image  of  the  Synagogue  with  the  text  "B'nai  B'rith 
American  Freedom  Series  -  In  the  tradition  of  Religious  Liberty”. 
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Continued 


Photos  courtesy  Goldberg  A  net  ions 


American  Revolution  Bicentennial  Medal  issued  by  American  Israel  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion.  Medal  is  14kt  gold  (1.3  troy  oz);  also  issued  in  bronze  and  silver.  Obverse  features 
portrait  of  George  Washington,  derived  from  bust  sculpted  by  Jean- Antoine  Houdon; 
below  are  the  initials  E.J.  for  Ed  Janis,  who  coordinated  the  medals,  and  Washington's 
signature.  The  portrait  is  surrounded  by  the  immortal  words  "To  bigotry  no  sanction.  To 
persecution  no  assistance. "  Reverse  depicts  AINA 's  seal,  designed  by  Ned  Sobel. 


Photos  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 

Jewish  American  Hall  of  Fame  Touro  Synagogue  Medal 

Obverse:  Picture  of  the  Touro  Synagogue.  Along  the  circumference,  “ Touro  Synagogue 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Dedicated  1 763,  National  Historic  Site 
Reverse:  Three  Torah  scrolls  with  crowns.  Entwined  among  the  scrolls  are  the  words, 
“The  United  States  gives  to  bigotry  no  sanction  to  persecution,  no  assistance.  ”  -  George 
Washington.  Designed  by  Victor  Ries. 
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Continued 


Judaic  Heritage  Society  Touro  Synogogue  issued  in  The  Medallic  History  of  the  Jews  of 
America  series,  struck  by  the  Franklin  Mint  in  1976.  38mm,  34  gm.  Sterling  silver 


Photos  courtesy  historama.com. 

Bicentennial  of  the  Washington  Letter.  Issued  in  1991,  cast  in  silver-plated  bronze,  72.3 
mm,  designed  by  Barry  Silverman. 
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Continued 


Photo  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 

350  Years  of  Jewish  life  in  America.  The  official  medal  commemorating  350  Years  of 
Jewish  Life  in  America  was  issued  in  2004,  designed  by  Dana  Krinsky.  It  features  an 
extensive  quote  from  Wahington 's  letter  to  Seixas,  including  the  immortal  words  “ For 
happily  the  government  of  the  United  States  gives  to  bigotry >  no  sanction,  to  persecution 
no  assistance.  ” 


Drawing  courtesy  Mel  Wacks 
Proposed  design  by  Joel  Iskowitz  for  the 
Rhode  Island  ‘America  the  Beautiful" 
Quarter,  but  Rhode  Island  instead  chose 
to  depict  Block  Island  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  on  their  quarter  dollars  to  be  is¬ 
sued  in  2018. 


United  States  of  America 
Commemorative  Postage  Stamp 
On  August  22,  1982,  the  United  States 
Postal  Authority’  issued  a  20-cent  stamp 
portraying  the  Touro  Synagogue  in  New¬ 
port,  Rhode  Island.  Designed  by  Donald 
Moss. 
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Washington's  historic  letter  an 

AMBASSADOR  OF  JEWISH  LIFE  IN  AMERICA 


After  Moses  Seixas  received 
Washington’s  letter,  it  remained 
in  the  Seixas  family  for  more  than  150 
years.  The  National  Archives  reveal 
that  the  owner  of  the  letter  in  the  late 
1940s  was  Howard  Milkman  Sr.,  the 
great-great-grandson  of  Moses  Seixas. 

From  1947  to  1949,  the  letter  was 
included  with  other  historic  documents 
displayed  on  the  Freedom  Train  that 
travelled  across  the  country  (including 
the  the  Magna  Carta,  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
one  of  the  1 3  original  copies  of  the 
Constitution,  the  Emancipation  Proc¬ 
lamation,  the  Gettysburg  Address,  the 
I  wo  Jima  flag,  the  German  and  Japa- 


Above:  The  Freedom  Train  that  traversed 
the  United  States  from  1947  to  1949  car¬ 
ried  George  Washington's  letter  to  the  fore- 
rimer  of  today's  Tonro  Synagogue  among 
its  historic  documents.  The  journey  proved 
momentous  for  the  letter  and  its  future  role 
in  highlighting  Jewish  American  life. 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  2016 

nese  surrender  documents  that  ended 
World  War  II,  and  much  more). 

Continued 
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New  York  real  estate  tycoon  Morris  Morgenstern  was  so  entranced  by  George  Washing¬ 
ton's  letter  when  he  first  viewed  it  on  the  Freedom  Train  that  he  eventually  purchased  the 
document.  His  foundation  continues  the  mission  of  above.  Above,  a  medal  presented  in 
the  Salute  to  Youth  on  Feb.  22,  1956. 


Continued 

According  to  minutes  of  a  Touro 
Synagogue  board  meeting,  Morris 
Morgenstern  saw  the  letter  aboard 
the  Freedom  Train,  and  arranged  to 
purchase  it  from  Milkman,  who  had. 
converted  to  Christianity  in  1944,  after 
his  marriage. 

The  son  of  Austrian  immigrants, 
Morgenstern  grew  up  poor  on  Manhat¬ 
tan’s  Lower  East  Side  before  making 
his  fortune  in  real  estate.  After  he 
bought  the  letter,  he  enlisted  the  help 
of  up-and-coming  Jewish  market¬ 
ing  maestro  Howard  Rubenstein,  and 
between  the  two  of  them  they  came  up 
with  an  idea  to  promote  the  letter. 

Morgenstern  made  copies  of  the 
original  and  had  them  framed.  He 
turned  them  into  the  Morris  Morgen- 
stem  Foundation  Award  and  presented 
them  to  deserving  people.  Morgen- 
stem  also  created  a  medal  featuring  the 
quote  “To  bigotry  no  sanction,’’  that 
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was  presented  in  a  Salute  to  Youth  on 
Washington’s  birthday  -  Feb.  22,  1956. 

The  Morgenstern  Foundation  loaned 
the  Washington  “To  bigotry  no  sanc¬ 
tion”  letter  to  the  Library  of  Congress 
to  mark  the  350th  anniversary  of 
Jewish  settlement  in  America,  and  it 
is  presented  online  by  that  institution 
as  one  of  the  greatest  documents  in 
American  history. 

Through  2023,  it  will  be  displayed 
for  four  months  per  year  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Museum  of  American  Jewish 
History  in  Philadelphia. 

David  Redden,  a  Sotheby’s  vice 
chairman,  recently  estimated  that  the 
letter  could  fetch  between  $5  mil¬ 
lion  and  $10  million  at  auction,  but 
the  Morgenstern  Foundation  has  not 
indicated  that  it  has  any  intentions  of 
parting  with  it.  raj 

B ibliography :  www. .forward.  com, 

" Washington's  Iconic  Letter  To  Be 
Displayed,  by  Paul  Berger;  December 
27,  201 If 


Commemorative 
Einstein  Counterstamp 


Rare  counterstamped  1915U.S.  50-cent  pieces 

HONOR  SCIENTIST,  GENERAL  RELA  TIVITY  THEORY 


Only  100  of  these  counter- 
stamped  1915  U.S.  Barber  half 
dollars  were  struck.  They  quickly 
sold  out. 

lbert  Einstein  was  a  citi¬ 
zen  of  three  countries  -  his 
birthplace  Germany,  Swit¬ 
zerland  and  the  United  States.  Ger¬ 
many  and  Switzerland  have  issued 
coins  to  commemorate  him,  as  have 
countries  whose  connections  with 
Einstein  have  ranged  from  close 
(Israel)  to  tenuous  (Canada,  China, 
France,  Paraguay,  San  Marino,  and 
Thailand). 

While  the  United  States  issued 
stamps  in  honor  of  Einstein  in  1966 
and  again  in  1979,  his  adopted 
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country  has  never  issued  a  coin 
in  honor  of  the  scientist  who  was 
named  “Person  of  the  Century”  by 
Time  Magazine. 

Mel  Wacks,  director  of  the 
Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame 
hopes  that  the  United  States  will 
someday  issue  a  commemorative 
coin  to  honor  Albert  Einstein,  but 
in  the  interim  he  has  created  coun¬ 
terstamped  U.S.  coins  to  celebrate 

Continued 


Image  credit:  The  SXS  (Simulating  eXtreme  Spacetimes)  Project 
A  team  of  scientists  announced  in  February  2016  that  they  had  heard  and  recorded  the 
sound  of  two  black  holes  colliding  a  billion  light-years  away,  a  fleeting  chirp  that  fulfilled 
the  last  prediction  of  Einstein  s  Theory  of  General  Relativity’. 


Continued 

the  100th  anniversary  of  Einstein's 
Theory  of  General  Relativity. 

Wacks  states  that  “Nothing  like 
this  has  ever  been  done  before.  I 
discovered  and  purchased  a  hoard 
of  100  1915  Barber  Half  Dollars  in 
undamaged  circulated  condition, 
and  in  turn  these  have  been  coun- 
terstamped  on  the  obverse  with  the 
likeness  of  Einstein  and  an  appro¬ 
priate  inscription.” 

Einstein  published  his  Theory  of 
General  Relativity  in  1915.  In  it, 
he  determined  that  massive  objects 
cause  a  distortion  in  space-time, 
which  is  felt  as  gravity. 

Imagine  setting  a  large  body  in 
the  center  of  a  trampoline.  The 
body  would  press  down  into  the 
fabric,  causing  it  to  dimple.  A 
marble  rolled  around  the  edge 


The  8-cent  violet  Einstein  stamp  was  is¬ 
sued  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  on  March 
14,  1966.  The  stamp,  designed  by  Frank 
Sebastiano,  was  based  on  a  photograph 
taken  in  1946  by  Philippe  Halsman.  Arthur 
W.  Dintaman  engraved  the  vignette,  and 
George  A.  Payne  engraved  the  lettering. 
This  was  the  first  time  Einstein  appeared 
on  a  U.S.  postage  stamp. 

Continued 
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Image  credit:  LIGO  HANFORD  WASHINGTON/CALTECH 
Each  of  the  twin  arms  of  a  LIGO  obseiwatory  is  four  kilometers  (2.4  miles)  in  length.  A  LIGO  laser 
and  mirror  array  is  capable  of  measuring  a  gravitational  shift  of 1/1 0,000th  the  width  of  a  proton. 


Continued 

would  spiral  inward  toward  the 
body,  pulled  in  much  the  same  way 
that  the  gravity  of  a  planet  pulls  at 
rocks  in  space. 

These  counterstamped  coins  also 
serve  to  commemorate  the  con¬ 
firmation  by  scientists  of  the  last 
prediction  of  Einstein’s  Theory  of 
General  Relativity  -  of  gravitational 
waves.  The  gravitational  waves 
were  detected  on  September  14, 
2015  at  5:51  a.m.  Eastern  Daylight 
Time  (09:5 1  UTC)  by  both  of  the 
twin  Laser  Interferometer  Gravita¬ 
tional-wave  Observatory  (LIGO) 
detectors,  located  in  Livingston, 
Louisiana,  and  Hanford,  Washing¬ 
ton,  USA. 

The  faint  rising  tone  of  the  twin 
LIGO  detectors  -  one  in  Louisiana, 
one  in  Washington  state  -  physicists 
say,  is  the  first  direct  evidence  of 
gravitational  waves,  the  ripples  in 


the  fabric  of  space-time  that  Ein¬ 
stein  predicted  a  century  ago. 

The  detection  of  gravitational 
waves  completes  Einstein's  vision 
of  a  universe  in  which  space  and 
time  are  interwoven  and  dynamic, 
able  to  stretch,  shrink  and  jiggle. 

And  it  is  a  ringing  confirmation 
of  the  nature  of  black  holes,  the 
bottomless  gravitational  pits  from 
which  not  even  light  can  escape, 
which  were  the  most  foreboding 
(and  unwelcome)  part  of  his  theory. 

More  generally,  it  means  that 
a  century  of  innovation,  testing, 
questioning  and  plain  hard  work 
after  Einstein  imagined  it  on  paper, 
scientists  have  finally  tapped  into 
the  deepest  register  of  physical  real¬ 
ity,  where  the  weirdest  and  wildest 
implications  of  Einstein’s  universe 
become  manifest,  nu 
Bib / iography:  www.  ny times,  com, 
www.  I  i go.  cal  tech,  edit 
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Daughters  in  Israel, 
a  Unique  Maryland 
Institution 


By  Simcha  Kuritzky 


Baltimore  City  was  founded  in 
1729.  Jews  were  made  citizens 
of  Maryland  in  1776  and  given 
the  right  to  hold  public  office  in  1 826, 
when  about  125  Jews  lived  in  the  city. 
They  founded  the  first  synagogue  in 
1 830  and  first  Jewish  charity  in  1 834. 

The  population  grew  steadily,  reach¬ 
ing  1 ,000  around  1 840,  then  shot  up 
as  Jews  fled  failed  revolutions  in  the 
Germanies  in  1849. 

By  1 860,  there  were  8,000  Jews  in 
Baltimore  and  three  religious  move¬ 
ments:  Reform,  Orthodox,  and  moderate 
traditional  (a  precursor  to  the  Conserva¬ 
tive  Movement).  As  the  Jewish  popula¬ 
tion  grew,  so  did  the  number  of  chari¬ 
ties. 

The  subject  of  this  article  is  the 
Daughters  in  Israel  women’s  group 
founded  Nov.  9,  1 890  (Jewish  year 
565 1 ).  By  that  time,  Baltimore’s  Jewish 


Above:  An  engraved  U.S.  10-cent  coin  that 
sewed  as  a  badge  for  the  Daughters  in 
Israel.  The  lettering  suggests  to  the  author 
this  example  is  not  a  first-edition  badge. 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  2016 

community  was  split  into  two  distinct 
groups:  the  “uptown”  or  German  Jews, 
who  were  already  well  established,  and 
the  “downtown”  or  Russian  Jews,  who 
were  still  arriving  from  Europe. 

The  Daughters  in  Israel  was  a  sister¬ 
hood  with  a  unique  structure.  It  was  not 
associated  with  a  particular  synagogue. 
Each  member  was  part  of  a  group  of 

Continued 
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An  engraved  U.S.  10-cent  coin  was  the  badge  of  the  Daughters  in  Israel.  The  author  con¬ 
siders  this  example  with  a  loop  as  possibly  one  of  the  first  created  for  the  organization. 


Continued 

10  women,  called  a  band,  circle,  or  ten 
(they  would  not  even  think  of  calling 
it  a  minyan).  Each  band  was  devoted 
to  a  specific  purpose  such  as  sewing, 
teaching  immigrants  English,  giving 
parenting  classes,  and  providing  candies 
to  impoverished  children  attending  He¬ 
brew  school.  They  limited  the  circle  size 
to  ten  so  that  it  was  large  enough  to  do 
real  work  yet  small  enough  that  no  one 
would  attend  merely  for  social  reasons. 
Each  band  had  its  own  officers,  finances, 
and  personal  service  work.  It  reported  to 
the  general  organization  at  least  twice  a 
year,  which  would  then  produce  a  report 
of  the  organization’s  overall  accomplish¬ 
ments.  The  two  mottoes  of  Daughters 
in  Israel  were  “Love  your  neighbor  as 
yourself’  [Leviticus  19:15)  and  “What¬ 
soever  your  hand  finds  to  do,  do  it  with 
your  might”  ( Ecclesiastes  9:10). 

In  order  to  lend  some  sense  of  unity  to 
the  membership,  they  were  required  to 
wear  the  organization’s  badge,  engraved 
on  a  U.S.  silver  10-cent  coin,  or  dime. 
One  side  has  the  organization  name  and 


founding  Hebrew  date,  all  in  English, 
with  well-formed  letters  and  simple 
scrollwork.  The  reverse  Hebrew  inscrip¬ 
tion,  also  surrounded  bv  a  circle,  is  the 

motto  T'J?  ^ri?  &mv’ahavta 
lirakha  kamokha  “Love  your  neighbor 
as  your self  ” 

On  this  specimen,  the  Hebrew  is  read¬ 
able  but  the  mem  has  the  wrong  propor¬ 
tions  and  the  kholem  vov  looks  more 
like  a  resh.  What  makes  this  piece  un¬ 
usual  among  Hebrew  engravings  is  that 
it  includes  the  nekudot  and  dageshim 
(diacritical  marks).  What  is  most  likely 
is  that  the  engraver  did  not  know  He¬ 
brew  but  copied  the  text  directly  from  a 
printed  Hebrew  Bible.  If  this  badge  was 
worn,  it  must  have  been  in  a  bezel  since 
there  is  no  sign  of  a  loop  or  hole. 

The  Jewish  Museum  of  Maryland, 
in  Baltimore,  also  has  an  engraved 
dime  badge.  Theirs  seems  to  be  more 
expertly  engraved,  and  the  Hebrew  is 
well  formed  and  without  the  vowels  and 
diacritical  marks.  Their  copy  has  a  loop 
for  wearing.  The  author  suspects  the 

Continued 
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Museum  copy  is  one  of  the 
original  dimes  engraved 
for  the  organization,  while 
the  one  from  his  own  col¬ 
lection  was  engraved  for 
someone  who  joined  later. 

The  Daughters  in  Israel’s 
first  president  was  Mrs. 

Bertha  Rayner  Frank 
(shown  in  the  photo  at 
right).  She  founded  the 
Frank  Sabbath  School  in  At  rjght:  bertha 
1 887,  which  gave  free  reli-  Rayner  Frank,  the 
gious  lessons  to  immigrants  group  s  first  president 
Saturday  afternoons.  The  Above:  The  group  s 

Daughters  in  Israel’s  head-  Working  Girls  Home 

,  ~  ,  .  _  for  orphaned  girls. 

quarters  opened  Oct.  1 7,  _ _ 

1893  at  1310  East  Baltimore 
Street.  The  1 900  Jewish 


American  Year  Book  (first  edition)  lists 
the  Daughters  in  Israel’s  membership  at 
200  and  annual  expenditures  of  $2,500. 

In  1 899,  the  focus  of  the  Daughters  in 
Israel  changed  to  supporting  a  Working 
Girls'  Home  which  trained  orphaned 
girls  to  work  a  trade  (shown  in  the  photo 
above).  This  followed  by  three  years  a 
similar  home  for  teen  boys  and  young 
men  that  was  created  by  the  Macca- 
beans.  As  the  Jewish  community  grew, 
so  did  the  number  of  charities  with 
much  duplication.  The  Jewish  commu¬ 
nity  decided  to  coordinate  the  various 
charities  by  placing  them  under  umbrel¬ 
la  organizations.  The  German  Jewish 
charities  in  Baltimore  were  placed  under 
the  Federated  Jewish  Charities  in  1906, 
while  the  Russian  charities  were  placed 
under  the  United  Hebrew  Charities 
the  next  year.  In  1909,  the  Daughters 
in  Israel  and  the  Maccabeans  together 
formed  the  Jewish  Educational  Alli¬ 


ance  to  provide  classes  for  immigrants 
and  sponsor  youth  clubs.  In  1913,  the 
Federation  incorporated  the  Jewish 
Children’s  Bureau  with  350  beneficia¬ 
ries,  composed  of  a  number  of  charities 
including  Daughters  in  Israel.  In  1917, 
the  Daughters  in  Israel  opened  a  vaca¬ 
tion  home  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 
so  the  residents  of  the  Girls’  and  Boys’ 
Working  Homes  could  get  out  of  the 
city  for  a  week  in  the  summer  time,  his 
eventually  became  Camp  Louise,  which 
is  in  existence  today. 

The  Federation  was  succeeded  by  the 
Associated  Jewish  Charities  in  1920 
(now  called  The  Associated  Jewish 
Community  Federation  of  Baltimore). 
By  this  time,  Jews  fleeing  Russian 
persecution  and  the  Great  War  pushed 
Baltimore’s  Jewish  population  over 
60,000. 

The  Daughters  in  Israel  dissolved  in 
1 924  and  their  work  was  divided  up 
among  other  charities,  nil 
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Collage  of  Robert  Oppenheimer,  director  of  the  Los  Alamos  laboratory  in  New  Mexico 
and  the  massive  WWII  effort  to  understand  the  physics  of  the  world’s  first  nuclear  weap¬ 
on;  shown  adjacent  to  a  radiation-damaged  photograph  of  the  first  test  of  the  first  atomic 
bomb,  Trinity,  and  its  200-meter  fireball  .016  seconds  after  detonation  on  July  16,  1945. 

By  Andrew  Per  ala 


Robert  Oppenheimer: 
Mission  of  Destruction 


Despite  three  years  preparation 
by  most  of  the  world’s  most 
brilliant  physicists  to  design  the 
world’s  first  atomic  bomb,  no  one 
knew  what  would  happen  when  the 
“Detonate”  button  was  pushed. 

Politician  and  military  leaders 
were  among  the  400  witnesses  to 
the  historic  test  on  July  16,  1945. 
But  the  physicists  were  profession¬ 
ally  and  personally  nervous. 

The  director  of  the  science  lab 
where  nuclear  fission  was  worked 
out  mathematically  before  such 
energies  could  used  as  a  weapon. 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  20 1 6 

Robert  Oppenheimer  may  have 
been  the  most  worried  of  all. 

Because  none  of  the  scientists 
could  state  categorically  they 
knew  what  would  happen.  The  test 
device,  code-named  Trinity  and 
believed  to  have  the  potential  to 

Continued 
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In  1 963,  { resident  Lyndon 
Johnson  presented  Robert 
Oppenheimer  with  the  Atomic 
Energy’  Commission  s  prestigious 
Fermi  medal,  which  recognized 
his  brilliant  work  in  physics, 
but  was  also  an  apology’  for  the 
1954  hearings  that  removed  his 
national  security  clearance,  ef¬ 
fectively  ending  his  government 
sendee  to  the  United  States. 


Continued 

release  the  equivalent  of  20,000 
tons  of  TNT  in  one  massive  explo¬ 
sion,  could  fizzle,  could  succeed 
beyond  all  expectations  or  as  some 
believed  possible,  could  ignite  the 
Earth’s  entire  atmosphere  on  fire  in 
a  global  fireball. 

The  last  was  a  remote  but  not 
zero  possibility  so  unthinkable  that 
no  one  would  have  dared  go  for¬ 
ward  with  the  Trinity  test  if  World 
War  II  was  not  still  raging  in  both 
the  European  and  Pacific  theaters. 

But  with  Germany  still  uncowed 
and  the  Japanese  Imperial  forces 
resorting  to  suicide  before  surren¬ 
der,  1945  was  a  desperate  time. 

That  widely  held  view  of  today 
was  absolutely  true  in  early  1941 
when  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain 
jointly  decided  to  pay  any  price 
to  develop  an  atomic  bomb.  Their 
respective  intelligence  services  had 
determined  that  Germany  was  pur¬ 


suing  atomic  weapon  develpment 
to  use  against  the  Allies. 

Thus  was  the  Manhattan  Project 
born. 

In  the  U.S.  Army’s  official  re¬ 
cords,  a  1985  history  of  the  Man¬ 
hattan  Project  by  author  Vincent 
Jones,  “Manhattan:  The  Army  and 
the  Atomic  Bomb”  (Washington, 
DC:  United  States  Army  Center 
of  Military  History)  the  project 
moved  forward  swiftly. 

In  June  1942,  the  U.S.  Army 
was  assigned  overall  control, 
with  Brigadier  General  Leslie  R. 
Groves,  Jr.,  appointed  as  its  direc¬ 
tor  in  September  1942. 

Organizing  the  massive  amounts 
of  material,  supplies  and  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  technicians  and 
scientists,  as  well  building  entire 
and  at  the  time  secret  cities,  re¬ 
quired  deep  experience  in  such 
logistics.  Gen.  Groves  proved  to 
be  the  right  choice  for  the  gigantic 

Continued 
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A  medal  from  1987,  20  years  after  Oppenheimer’s  passing,  depicts  in  three-quarter  profile 
the  great  Jewish  American  physicist  and  leader  of  the  team  that  developed  the  atomic  bomb. 


Continued 

task. 

But  the  truly  critical  part  -  weap¬ 
ons  development  without  which 
the  project  would  have  been 
oomed  to  failure  -  was  located 
at  the  Los  Alamos  Laboratory  in 
northern  New  Mexico,  under  the 
directorship  of  physicist  J.  Robert 
Oppenheimer.  Oppenheimer  was 
on  the  faculty  at  the  University  of 
California-Berkely  at  the  time.  He 
recruited  the  elite  physicists  from 
UCB  as  well  as  the  University  of 
Chicago,  Columbia  University  and 
the  Radiation  Laboratory  at  UCB 
to  aid  in  the  war  project. 

Ill 

There  was  an  absolute  need  to 
stop  the  German  military  war  ma¬ 
chine.  At  the  beginning  of  Manhat¬ 
tan  Project,  the  blitzkrieg  tactics 
of  the  German  army  had  swept 
through  nations  and  threatened  to 
swallow  the  world. 

But  this  need  propelled  science 
forward  with  consequences  unfore¬ 


seen  at  the  time. 

The  birth  of  the  Manhattan  Proj¬ 
ect  would  also  usher  in  the  single¬ 
bomb  Age  of  Mass  Destruction. 

Oppenheimer  did  his  patriotic 
duty  in  directing  hundreds  of  scien¬ 
tists  and  thousands  of  technicians 
who  would  ultimately  work  on  the 
project,  including  Nobel  Prize  win¬ 
ner  Enrico  Fermi,  Hans  Bethe  who 
would  soon  figure  out  the  complex 
four-step  process  in  the  nuclear 
physics  of  fusion  that  is  at  the  heart 
of  all  stars,  and  future  Nobel  Prize 
winner  Richard  Feynman,  whose 
yet  to  be  discovered  eponymous 
diagrams  would  become  the  first  to 
posit  sub-atomic  particles  travelling 
backward  in  time. 

Indeed,  the  bongo-playing  Fey- 
man  would  later  claim  to  be  the 
only  witness  to  the  first  test  of  an 
atomic  bomb  -  Trinity  -  who  would 
not  wear  protective  goggles  during 
the  blast.  Feynman  opted  instead 
to  trust  his  knowledge  of  physics. 

Continued 
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and  the  glass  of 
a  truck’s  wind¬ 
shield,  to  protect 
his  retinas  from 
ultraviolet  light 
blindness.  His 
reasoning  was 
correct. 

The  Trinity  blast  exceeded  ex¬ 
pectations,  which  were  not  fully 
understood  beforehand  as  nothing 
man-made  in  history  had  detonated 
with  such  force. 

In  the  analyses  following  the  test, 
the  Trinity  blast  was  estimated  to 
be  the  equivalent  of  18,000  tons  of 
TNT  exploding  at  once. 

At  the  test  site  in  the  New  Mexico 
desert  on  that  day  in  July  1945, 
Oppenheimer  watched  the  device 
explode,  and  witnessed  the  birth  of 
a  new  sun,  though  brief  in  life,  from 
the  wire  wrapped  device  that  just 


moments  before 
sat  atop  a  100-foot 
tall  steel  tower. 

Oppenheimer 
watched  the  multi¬ 
million  degree  ball 
of  fire  rise  above 
the  desert  floor,  sucking  in  great 
streams  of  dust  as  the  ball  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  rotating  torus,  and 
then  into  a  giant  mushroom  shaped 
cloud  rising  40,000  feet  above  the 
New  Mexican  desert  at  dawn  that 
historic  day. 

Years  later,  Oppenheimer  would 
recall: 

“  We  knew  the  world  would  not  he 
the  same.  A  few  people  laughed,  a 
few  people  cried.  Most  people  were 
silent.  I  remembered  the  line  from 
the  Hindu  scripture,  the  Bhagavad- 
Gita;  Vishnu  is  trying  to  persuade 

Continued 


I  am  became  Death, 
the  destroyer  of 
worlds 

-  Robert  Oppenheimer,  IG  July  1945 
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A  one-ounce  silver  bar  commemorates  the  life 
work  Robert  Oppenheimer. 


Continued 

the  Prince  that  he  should  do  his 
duty,  and  to  impress  him,  takes 
on  his  multi-armed  form  and 
says,  ‘Now  I  am  become  Death, 
the  destroyer  of  worlds.  ’  I  sup¬ 
pose  we  all  thought  that,  one 
way  or  another.  ” 

Though  he  never  publicly 
wavered  in  his  belief  that  de¬ 
veloping  the  atomic  bomb  was 
critical  to  defeating  the  Axis  powers 
and  ending  the  most  destructive  war 
in  history,  Oppenheimer ’s  shock  at 
the  total  destruction  caused  by  the 
Trinity  test  would  not  subside. 

The  next  war  could  be  fought 
with  nuclear  weapons,  and  end 
everything. 

After  WWII,  Oppenheimer  was 
appointed  chairman  of  the  General 
Advisory  Committee  to  the  Atomic 
Energy  Commission,  serving  from 
1947  to  1952. 

During  his  term,  the  U.S.  became 
fully  engaged  in  the  development  of 
an  even  more  powerful  weapon,  the 
hydrogen  bomb. 

While  the  atomic  bomb  relies  on 
splitting  Uranium  atoms  to  generate 
energy  -  converting  small  amounts 
of  mass  to  gigantic  amounts  of 
energy,  a  process  summarized  suc- 
cintly  in  Einstein’s  revolutionary 
equation  E^mc2. 

To  achieve  its  far  greater  yield, 
a  hydrogen  bomb  relies  not  on  the 
splitting  of  atoms  but  on  the  fusing 
of  atoms  -  fusion,  the  same  process 
found  in  the  heart  of  stars. 

To  kick  start  fusion  in  a  weapon, 
hydrogen  bombs  require  the  detona¬ 


tion  of  an  atomic  bomb  inside  the 
mechanism.  Various  materials  focus 
the  energy  of  the  atomic  blast  just 
long  enough  to  trigger  fusion  before 
the  device  is  obliterated.  Nuclear 
weapons  are  grossly  inefficient, 
converting  only  a  fraction  of  a  per¬ 
cent  of  mass  in  the  earliest  devices 
into  pure  energy.  But  the  conver¬ 
sion  yields  mind-boggling  amounts 
of  energy. 

Atomic  bomb  blasts  typically  are 
measured  in  thousands  of  tons  of 
TNT  equivalent.  Hydrogen  bomb 
blasts  are  measured  in  millions  of 
tons  of  TNT. 

As  aware  as  Oppenheimer  was  of 
the  power  of  the  atomic  bomb,  it  is 
fair  to  say  he  was  horrified  by  the 
destructive  potential  of  the  hydro¬ 
gen  bomb. 

As  chair  of  the  Advisory  commit¬ 
tee  he  lobbied  for  international  con¬ 
trol  of  all  nuclear  power  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  nuclear  weapons  and 
to  prevent  a  nuclear  arms  race  with 
the  Soviet  Union. 

He  also  spoke  out  repeatedly 
against  the  development  of  the  hy¬ 
drogen  bomb. 

At  this  point  in  U.S.  history,  the 
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U.S.  soldiers  watch  the  rising  mushroom  cloud  from  the  explosion  of  history’s  first  atomic 
bomb,  Alamagordo,  New  Mexico,  July  16,  1945, 


Continued 

Red  Scare  was  taking  full  flight.  It 
would  culminate  in  the  McCarthy 
hearings  and  the  hearings  of  the 
House  Un-American  Activities 
Committee.  Careers  and  lives  were 
ruined  in  the  hunt  for  Communists 
in  the  U.S. 

Oppenheimer  fell  victim  to  a 
1954  hearing  of  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission  and  was  stripped  of 
his  national  security  clearance. 

But  even  as  Robert  Oppenheimer 
was  locked  out  of  the  national 
nuclear  laboratory  he  helped  build, 
and  locked  out  as  well  to  all  access 
to  U.S.  government  research  and 
action  on  nuclear  weapons,  Oppen¬ 
heimer  never  wavered  in  his  belief 
that  the  atomic  bomb  had  to  be 
developed  and  built  to  end  the  war 
of  wars. 

“We  had  to  stop  the  Nazis,’'  Op¬ 
penheimer  repeated  in  later  inter¬ 


views. 

As  has  been  noted  elsewhere,  as 
a  Jew,  Oppenheimer  was  aware  of 
man’s  capacity  to  harm  man  before 
the  full  scope  of  the  Holocaust 
unfolding  across  Europe  became 
widely  known.  He  knew  also  of 
the  Nazi  research  into  heavy  water, 
another  route  to  developing  the 
science  needed  to  produce  enough 
fissionable  material  to  create  an 
atomic  bomb. 

And  it  was  this  combination  of 
knowledge  that  hardened  Oppen¬ 
heimer  to  do  the  job  that  needed  to 
be  done. 

Recognized  by  his  peers  for  his 
genious  in  the  highly  rarified  math¬ 
ematics  of  nuclear  physics,  Op¬ 
penheimer  along  with  every  other 
scientist  present  were  shaken  by  the 
enormity  of  the  Trinity  blast.  He 
retreated  from  government  service, 

Continued 
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Above:  A  bronze  medal  of  unknown  origin  with 
Robert  Oppenheimer  s  profile. 

At  right:  Robert  Oppenheimer,  left,  inspects  the 
remains  of  the  100-foot  tall  Trinity  steel  tower 
with  Brig.  Gen.  Leslie  Groves  after  the  July  16, 
1945  explosion  of  the  first  atomic  bomb. 


Continued 

but  not  from  science. 

Appointed  director  of  the  Institute 
for  Advanced  Study  in  Princeton, 

N.J.  in  1947,  he  continued  in  that 
position  until  1966,  and  is  credited 
with  laying  some  of  the  foundations 
of  quantum  physics,  black  hole  re¬ 
search  and  numerous  other  exceed¬ 
ingly  challenging  fields. 

As  noted  in  a  PBS  biography, 

Robert  Oppenheimer  was  bom 
April  22,  1904,  “into  a  wealthy, 

New  York,  Jewish  family.  They 
lived  in  an  apartment  overlooking 
the  Hudson  River  and  vacationed  in 
a  summer  home  on  Long  Island.  As 
a  17-year-old,  Oppenheimer  went  to 
Harvard  where  a  classmate  says  he 
“intellectually  looted  the  place.” 

As  several  have  noted,  it  wasn’t 
until  after  Harvard  that  Oppen¬ 
heimer  found  his  “intellectual 
passion”  and  blossomed  into  a 
world-class  physicist.  He  studied  at 
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Cambridge  University  in  England 
and  then  at  Gottigen  University  in 
Germany. 

When  he  returned  to  the  U.S.  in 
1929,  Oppenheimer  was  “making 
his  mark  in  quantum  theory”  with 
more  than  a  dozen  peer-reviewed 
articles  that  firmly  established  his 
reputation  as  a  theoretical  physicist. 

He  also  brought  home  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  injustice,  believed  now  to 
have  been  fired  in  part  by  the  rise 
of  Nazi  politics  in  Germany  and  the 
worsening  anti-Semitic  laws  there. 

But  others  have  stated  Oppen¬ 
heimer  was  reacting  to  the  Great 
Depression  when  many  of  his 
proteges  and  students  could  not  find 
employment. 

“I  began  to  understand  how  deep¬ 
ly  political  and  economic  events 
could  affect  men’s  lives,"  he  said. 

Robert  Oppenheimer  died  of 
throat  cancer  in  Princeton,  N.J.,  on 
Feb.  18,  1967.  nu 
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POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOrtf  WOflD  BY  ALAN  DCRSMOWTTZ 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 


The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a  nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6  times  a  year. 


IVk.  Abnlttni  ami  Marian  Sofart  l  nllcttion 
U  ill*  AlWlHUI  NuniiMIMtH  !i*Mtlr 
and  tfw  Israel  Museum 


Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  and  Marian 
Solaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2  Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9  (complete  2  volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC  8)  2013 


Ihe  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 

75  Varick  St.,  fl.  11 
New  York,  NY  10013 

t.  212-571-4470 
f.  212-571-4479 

www.numismatics.org 


Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 17 
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major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA  A  family  tradition  since  1931. 

350  S.  Beverly  Dr.,  #350  Beverly  Hills,  CA  90212  (800)978-2646  Fax  (310)  551-2626 
Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981  -5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com-bill(a)rosenblumcoins.com 
Forthepast30yearswehavebeentheworld'sleadingdealerinallaspectsof  Ancient 
Judaea,  Israel,  PalestineandJudaica  (including  the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins, 
medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc.LifeMemberofANA,formermemberBoardofDirectors 
of  AINA,  Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY  (TAMS) 

Publishes  a  bimonthly  journal,  has  a  library  available 
to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the  ANA. 
TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben  Odesser 
Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  "The  Shekel."  Dues  are 
$25  (U.S.)  and  $30  (non-U. S.).  Send  to  TAMS,  c/o 
Mark  Lighterman,  5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408, 
Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a  very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a  member  of  AINA 
to  get  a  special  deal. 
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$27  AND  $1  MILLION 
BERN  IE  SANDERS 
FANTASY  NOTES  ISSUED 


The  fantasy  $27  banknotes  with  Sen.  Bemie  Sanders  (D-Vermont)  and  U.S.  Congressional 
Representative  Tulsi  Gabbard  (D- Hawaii)  are  being  offered for  $2.50  each  by  www.ro  b- 
ertsworldmoney.com.  Numerous  eBay  vendors  are  offering  the  million-dollar  notes. 

Bernie  Sanders,  the  first  Jewish  candidate  for  President  who  has  won 
delegates  in  primaries  or  caucuses,  inspired  artist  Rick  Reed  to  create  a 
fantasy  $27  banknote.  The  reason  for  this  unusual  denomination  follows 
from  the  average  contribution  to  Sanders’  campaign  of  $27.  The  note  also 
features  Tulsi  Gabbard,  who  has  been  the  United  States  Representative 
for  Hawaii’s  2nd  congressional  district  since  2013.  Numerous  vendors  on 
eBay  are  offering  the  Sanders  million-dollar  banknote.  fDJ 
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Temple  Israel 
of  Charlotte,  N.C. 

CELEBRATES  1 00  YEARS 


Uniface  commemorative  medal,  1949;  stmck  in  bronze; 
manufactured  by  Whitehead  &  Hoag  (of  New  Jer¬ 
sey);  size:  75.75mm;  weight:  149.4g.  Issued  to 
commemorate  the  relocation  o  f  the  congrega¬ 
tion  from  its  present  Synagogue  to  a  newer, 
larger  structure  depicted  on  the  medal. 


emple  Israel  was  formed 
in  1916.  The  first  build¬ 
ing  was  on  West  Seventh 
Street.  In  1955,  the  synagogue 
moved  to  1014  Dilworth  Road. 
This  building  was  demolished  in 
the  early  1990s  when  the  congre¬ 
gation  moved  to  new  facilities  at 
Shalom  Park  off  of  Providence 
Road. 

With  the  great  wave  of  immigra¬ 
tion  of  Jews  from  Eastern  Europe 
occurring  in  the  late  19th  century, 
new  settlers  came  to  Charlotte. 
This  group  also  was  deeply  re¬ 
ligious  and  brought  with  them 
their  own  customs  and  attitudes. 

In  September  1895,  these  new 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  2016 

citizens  organized  the  first  formal 
Jewish  congregation  of  the  city  of 
Charlotte. 

This  congregation  was  the 
forerunner  of  what  is  now  Temple 
Israel.  They  called  themselves 
Agudath  Achim,  Hebrew  United 
Brotherhood.  The  group  was 
headed  by  Harris  Miller,  Benjamin 
Silverstein,  and  Mr.  C.  Lubin. 

Continued 
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Photo  courtesy  www.historama.com 
The  Temple  Israel  Synagogue  in  Charlotte,  N.C.,  has  grown  and  evolved  since  it  was  first 
founded  in  1916.  Though  the  congregation  was  established  in  1895  (in  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina),  the  building  it  vacated  in  1949  was  established  in  1915.  The  new  building’s  cornerstone 
was  laid  in  January  1949,  and  the  congregation  celebrated  its  first  services  in  the  structure  in 
September  of  that  year,  prior  to  Rosh  Ha  Shan  a  (the  Jewish  New  Year). 


Continued 

By  1915,  now  “Temple  Israel” 
had  constructed  its  first  building 
and  the  number  of  families  grew  to 
more  than  100.  Two  minyans  ex¬ 
isted  at  the  Temple,  one  Orthodox 
and  one  Conservative. 

Eventually,  the  younger  mem¬ 
bers  persuaded  the  congregation  to 
adopt  a  stance  of  worship  leading 
more  toward  “Conservatism.”  This 
gave  way  to  mixed  seating  and 
more  use  of  English  in  the  service. 

By  1949,  Temple  Israel  had 
outgrown  its  building  on  Sev¬ 
enth  Street  and  relocated  to  the 
Dilworth  neighborhood  of  South 


Charlotte.  By  1955,  Temple  Israel 
had  the  largest  membership  of  any 
Jewish  congregation  in  the  Caro- 
linas  with  more  than  350  member 
families. 

In  1985,  the  synagogue  adopted 
an  egalitarian  policy  for  worship, 
granting  women  full  rights  at  ser¬ 
vices  to  read  from  the  Torah,  lead 
song,  and  lead  prayer. 

In  1991,  Temple  Israel  broke 
ground  in  Shalom  Park  of  South 
Charlotte  and  began  construction 
on  its  current  building.  The  year 
1992  marked  the  completion  of  the 
congregation's  third  new  building. 

Bibliography:  Wikipedia,  com 
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The  Jewish-American  Hall 
of  Fame  inductee  for  2015, 
radio  and  television  pioneer  Ger¬ 
trude  Berg  (better  known  as  Molly 
Goldberg),  appears  on  delightful 
limited  edition  art  medals  sculpted 
by  Eugene  Daub. 

The  obverse  depicts  writer  and 
performer  Gertrude  Berg  as  Molly 
Goldberg,  leaning  out  of  her 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  20 / 6 

Bronx  apartment  window  shouting 
“Yoo-Hoo,  Mrs.  Bloom"  (as  she 

Continued 


Gertrude  Berg  as  Molly  Goldberg  in  the  iconic  opening  scene  from  her  precedent-setting  hit  television 
program  “ The  Goldbergs  ”  which  ran  from  1949  to  1954.  Shown  with  the  obverse  of  the  new  Jewish- 
American  Hall  of Fame  medal  honoring  the  program  and  its  multi-talented  producer /writer/star. 


New  Jewish-American  Hali 
of  Fame  medal  released 

“The  Goldbergs”  successful  hit  radio  show 

BECAME  TELEVISION’S  FIRST  SMASH  SITCOM 


A  map  of  the  Judaean  region  where  the  Herod  Philip 
13mm  AE  coin  was  struck  in  Caesarea  Philippi  in  30  CE. 
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pas,  he  was  educated  at 
Rome,  a  kind  of  honor¬ 
able  detention  to  guaran¬ 
tee  his  father's  loyalty. 

When  Herod  the  Great 
died  in  4  BCE,  Philip 
became  tetrarch  of  the 
outlying  parts  in  the 
northeast  of  his  father’s 
kingdom:  Gaulanitis  (the 
Golan  heights),  Batanaea 
(or  Basan,  the  southern 
part  of  modem  Syria), 

Trachonitis  and  Auranitis 
(Hauran). 

Among  his  subjects, 
the  Jews  were  a  minority; 
most  people  were  of  Syr¬ 
ian  or  Arabian  descent.  The  latter 
had  a  nomadic  way  of  life,  although 
Herod  had  established  some  towns 
(such  as  Adraa,  modem  Dara). 

Philip  would  continue  this  policy 
in  the  western  half  of  his  realm, 
strengthening  the  villages  Paneas 
-  at  the  sources  of  the  Jordan  -  and 
Bethsaida,  calling  them  Caesarea 
and  Julias  in  honor  of  the  emperor 
and  his  daughter  Julia. 

Philip  the  Tetrarch  rebuilt  the  city 
of  Caesarea  Philippi,  calling  it  by 
his  own  name  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  port  of  Caesarea  on  the  seacoast 
which  was  the  seat  of  the  Roman 
government. 

To  his  nomadic  subjects,  Philip 
behaved  as  a  sheik.  He  constantly 
travelled  through  their  country 
with  only  a  small  entourage.  When 
someone  invoked  his  help,  he  im¬ 


mediately  ordered  his  throne  to  be 
set  down,  heard  the  complaints  and 
gave  his  opinion. 

“His  subjects  in  the  cities  con¬ 
sidered  this  behavior  rather  re¬ 
markable,  but  the  Arabs  must  have 
thought  of  their  king  as  “one  of  us.” 

He  died  at  Julias  in  34  CE,  after 
a  rule  of  37  years.  According  to  the 
Jewish  historian  Flavius  Josephus, 
Philip  was  a  person  of  moderation 
and  quietness  in  the  conduct  of  his 
life  and  government  (Jewish  Antiq¬ 
uities,  18.106). 

Philip  left  no  sons,  and  the  emper¬ 
or  Tiberius  added  his  realms  to  the 
province  of  Syria.  When  Tiberius 
died  in  37,  his  successor  Caligula 
almost  immediately  restored  the 
principality;  as  its  king,  he  appoint¬ 
ed  Philip’s  nephew  Herod  Agrippa. 

Bibliography:  www.geni.  coni 
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This  jigsaw  puzzle  was  given  away  by  one  of  the  sponsors  of  The  Goldbergs  radio  show, 
when  the  audience  did  not  know  what  the  actors  really  looked  like. 


Continued 

time,  changing  her  name  to  Ger¬ 
trude  Berg. 

Berg  began 
writing  radio 
scripts  based 
on  a  fictional 
family  from  a 
short  skit  she 
had  formulated 
as  a  young 
woman,  now 

calling  them  “The  Goldbergs,” 
a  combination  of  her  mother’s 
maiden  name  and  her  husband’s 
last  name. 

She  is  credited  with  writ¬ 
ing  most  of  the  radio  program’s 
scripts,  which  ran  from  1 929  to 


Gertrude  Berg  won 
the  first-ever  Best 
Actress  Emmy  fur 
her  role  as  Molly 
Goldberg 


1942. 

The  Goldbergs  premiered  on 

radio  in  1929  with 
Gertrude  filling 
in  for  the  role  of 
Molly  until  another 
actress  could  be 
found. 

But  her  perfor¬ 
mances  were  so 
good  that  when  she 
was  sick  for  a  week 
the  public  sent  in  mass  amounts 
of  fan  mail  asking,  “Where's 
Molly?” 

Audiences  loved  listening  to  the 
stories  and  struggles  of  the  Gold¬ 
berg  family  and  their  neighbors. 

Continued 


36 


The  cover  art  from  the  2010 
Shout!  Factory  release  of 
The  Goldbergs:  The  Ultimate 
Goldbergs  on  D  VD  .  The  release 
includes  all  71  extant  episodes 
of  the  television  series.  The 
UCLA  Film  and  Television 
Archive  digitally  restored  all  of 
the  episodes,  as  well  as  provided 
12  radio  episodes  for  the  DVD 
release  and  the  pilot  for  the 
short  lived  series  Mrs.  G  Goes 
To  College  (1961). 
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and  instantly  took  to  the  warmth 
and  guidance  of  the  accented 
Molly  Goldberg  character. 

CBS  executives  knew  they  had 
a  hit.  As  scriptwriter  and  star,  Ger¬ 
trude  Berg  was  one  of  the  leading 
women  in  radio  with  one  of  the 
longest  running  shows.  Unlike 
Molly,  Berg  lived  on  Park  Avenue, 
owned  a  country  house,  and  did 
not  speak  with  an  accent  or  recite 
malapropisms.  She  wrote  early  in 
the  morning,  and  then  went  to  the 
studio  to  produce  and  star  in  her 
show — which  she  always  opened 
with  herself  yelling  out  the  win¬ 
dow  to  her  neighbor:  “Yoo-Hoo, 
Mrs.  Bloom. ” 


In  1947,  following  her  17-year 
run  on  radio,  Gertrude  saw  televi¬ 
sion  as  a  new  exciting  media,  and 
a  new  opportunity  to  reinvigorate 
and  reintroduce  ‘The  Goldbergs” 
following  World  War  II. 

“The  Goldbergs”  premiered  on 
CBS  in  1949.  Gertrude  Berg  was 
lead  writer,  star,  and  producer 
yet  again,  and  “The  Goldbergs” 
climbed  in  popularity. 

In  1950,  Gertrude  Berg  won  the 
first  Best  Actress  Emmy  Award 
in  history;  she  had  a  clothing  line 
for  housewives,  had  published  a 
cookbook,  and  was  writing  an  ad¬ 
vice  column  called  “Mama  Talks.” 

Her  television  show  was  made 

Continued 
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At  right:  An  elegantly  dressed  Gertrude 
Berg  in  her  garden  in  a  1 954  portrait. 


At  left:  Gertrude  Berg  working  on  a 
television  script  at  her  Park  Avenue  writ¬ 
ing  desk.  She  continued  to  write  in  pencil 
throughout  the  run  of  the  show. 
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into  a  movie  called  “Molly”  by 
Paramount  Pictures. 

The  setting  for  “The  Goldbergs” 
eventually  moved  from  the  Bronx 
to  the  suburbs,  and  continued  until 
1954,  after  which  Berg  wrote  and 
produced  a  syndicated  film  ver¬ 
sion  that  remained  on  the  air  for 
another  few  years. 

Berg  went  on  to  star  in  theatrical 
productions,  and  won  a  Tony  in 
1959  for  best  actress  in  “A  Ma¬ 
jority  of  One.”  She  appeared  in 
a  television  presentation  of  “The 
Word  of  Sholom  Aleichem”  in 
the  same  year,  and  then  returned 


to  television  as  writer  and  star  in 
“Mrs.  G  Goes  to  College,”  which 
later  became  known  as  “The  Ger¬ 
trude  Berg  Show.”  She  was  the 
highest  paid  guest  star  at  the  time, 
and  appeared  with  Steve  Allen, 
Milton  Berle,  and  Perry  Como. 

Gertrude  Berg’s  pioneering 
show  “The  Goldbergs”  blazed  the 
trail  for  “I  Love  Lucy”  and  all 
other  sitcoms  to  follow!  nu 
The  current  television  hit  “  The 
Goldbergs  ”  is  not  related  to  Ger¬ 
trude  Bergs  original  show.  Biog¬ 
raphy  courtesy  of  Aviva  Ketnpner, 
Producer  of  the  film  “ Yoo-Hoo , 
Mrs.  Goldberg.  " 
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TRUE  STORY’ 
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Collectors  of  Presidential  Inau¬ 
gural  Medals  will  recognize  the 
name  Mico  Kaufman.  While  one  of 
America’s  greatest  living  sculptors, 
he  has  chosen  an  enigmatic  name  for 
his  autobiography.  While  all  of  his 
more  than  300  medals  were  modeled, 
he  chose  the  title  “A  Chiseler’s  True 
Story.” 

Chisel  implies  carving,  a  typical 
method  of  creating  sculpture.  Kaufman 
is  a  master  of  both  modeling  and  carv¬ 
ing.  At  age  92  his  life  work  reflects 
his  mastery  of  four  sculptural  media 


Jewish  American 
Heritage  Month  May  2016 

-  bronze,  wood,  pewter  and  polymer 
plastic  -  in  a  range  of  sizes  from  a 
2-inch  medal  to  an  18-foot  monumen¬ 
tal  male  figure. 

His  medallic  work  spans  five  de- 
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Mico  Kaufman  was  the  medallic 
sculptor  for  the  National  Medal 
of  Technology’  and  Innovation. 
The  National  Medal  of  Technol¬ 
ogy  is  the  highest  honor  award¬ 
ed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  America’s  leading  in¬ 
novators.  Established  by  an  act 
of  Congress  in  1980,  the  Medal 
of  Technology  was  first  awarded 
in  1 985.  The  medal  is  given 
annually  to  individuals,  teams, 
companies,  or  divisions  of 
companies  for  their  outstanding 
contribution  to  United  States. 
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cades,  first  under  the  commission  of 
Medallic  Art  Company  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  majority  of  his  medallic 
work  starting  with  the  Gerald  R.  Ford 
Vice  Presidential  Inaugural  Medal. 

Later  models  were  for  Franklin  Mint, 

Art  Medals  Inc.  and  Longines  Wittnau- 
er. 

As  such,  his  most  noted  medals  were 
the  four  Inaugural  medals  for  three 
presidents:  two  for  Ford  (as  VP  and 
President),  Reagan’s  Second  Inau¬ 
gural  and  the  George  Bush  Medal. 

His  inaugural  model  of  Jimmy  Carter 
submitted  to  the  Inaugural  Committee 
by  Medallic  Art  was  outbid  by  Frank¬ 
lin  Mint  (by  one  million  dollars)  but 
Kaufman’s  was  considered  by  all  a  far 
more  lifelike  and  superior  portrait. 

The  author  quotes  medal  dealer 
Joseph  Levine  at  the  beginning  of  his 
chapter,  “Medallic  Sculpture,”  noting 
the  artist’s  major  impact  on  presiden¬ 
tial  medals.  He  also  reprints  a  favor- 
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able  article  by  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild  exec  Ed  Reiter  in  this  chapter. 

Of  numismatic  interest  Kaufman  cre¬ 
ated  two  coins  for  Marshall  Islands, 
and  two  badges  for  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  Conventions,  1973 
and  1976. 

While  his  total  medal  count  -  by 
my  website  listing  -  is  309,  he  cre¬ 
ated  the  obverses  of  192  medals  of  the 
200-medal  series,  “History  of  Amer¬ 
ica,”  with  reverses  by  MACO  staff 
artist  Ramon  Gordils. 

His  Society  of  Medallists  medal  of 
1973  bore  a  war-time  theme.  It  was  the 
first  of  nine  medallic  series  -  including 
United  States  Capitol  Historical  So¬ 
ciety  and  four  for  Franklin  Mint  -  in 
which  he  prepared  one  or  more  issues. 

His  medallic  talents  were  recognized 
by  both  the  ANA  for  their  Sculptor  of 
the  Year  Award  in  1978  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Society  with  their  J. 
Sanford  Saltus  Award  in  1992. 
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Top:  Mico  Kaufman ’s  first  foray  into  Presi¬ 
dential  Inaugural  Medals  was  the  1975 
Inaugural  medal  for  Vice  President  Gerald 
R.  Ford. 

At  right:  Mico  Kaufman  presented  the 
plaster  model  of  his  Vice  President  Inau¬ 
gural  Medal  to  Gerald  Ford  at  a  White 
House  ceremony.  Within  two  years,  Ford 
would  become  President  upon  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Richard  M.  Nixon,  and  Kaufman 
would  design  Ford  s  Presidential  medal. 
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Mico  Kaufman  was  bom  January 
3,  1924  in  Buzau,  Romania.  The  first 
chapter  of  “A  Chiseler’s  True  Story” 
recounts  his  early  life  in  a  way  seldom 
encountered  in  biographical  litera¬ 
ture,  in  brief  takes,  he  calls  “fractured 
snapshots.” 

Even  so,  the  text  reveals  his  Spar¬ 
tan  youth,  his  leaving  home  at  17, 
a  journey  with  bouts  of  illness  and 
hunger  -  cured  with  sessions  in  several 
Kibbutzes  -  until  he  ends  up  in  Rome 


to  study  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 
Meanwhile  he  is  attracted  to  a  beauti¬ 
ful  Greek  girl  he  marries. 

While  much  of  this  takes  place  in 
1947,  it  is  not  until  1951  that  he  im¬ 
migrates  to  America,  preceded  by  an 
uncle.  Those  four  years  are  not  cov¬ 
ered  in  the  book.  In  America  he  works 
at  modeling  toys  for  a  Nashua  toy 
company.  The  pay  is  so  low  his  wife, 
now  with  three  children,  leaves  him, 
unable  to  cope  as  an  artist’s  wife. 

Kaufan  does  not  mention  this  in  his 
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Mico  Kaufman  s  medal  for  the  inauguration  of  Ger¬ 
ald  R.  Ford  in  1975.  (All  Presidential  medal  images 
courtesy  micokaufman.com) 


Continued 

book,  but  one  of  his  creations  in 
this  early  period  was  Burgerboy, 
the  colorful  trademark  for  the 
Burger  Boy  chain  of  restaurants. 

Kaufman  was  introduced  to 
medals  by  William  Louth,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Medallic  Art,  on  a  trip  to 
their  Danbury  plant.  Louth  rec¬ 
ognized  the  potential  talent  in 
the  artist  seated  in  his  office  and 
gave  him  a  chance  to  prepare  a 
relief  model  for  the  Ford  Vice 
Presidential  Medal. 

Kaufman’s  design  and  model 
won  over  the  submitted  designs  of  four 
other  artist.  His  model  was  placed  in 
production  and  met  with  Ford’s  ap¬ 
proval.  It  led  to  a  second  Ford  Medal 
when  Ford  was  named  President  and 
required  his  own  Presidential  Inaugu¬ 
ral  Medal. 

Kaufman  met  with  Ford  in  person 
at  the  White  House  ceremony  award¬ 
ing  the  President  his  gold  medal.  With 
this  success  he  was  commissioned  to 
create  George  Bush’s  medal.  This  time 
he  was  allowed  a  50-minute  session  to 
model  the  president  from  life. 

Medallic  commissions  rained  on  the 
medallist,  now  considered  a  seasoned 
sculptor  in  bas-relief.  Portraits,  events, 
anniversaries,  art  medals,  historical 
medals,  all  were  gist  for  the  artist’s 
nimble  fingers  and  creative  mind.  He 
kept  busy. 

(Mico  and  I  served  together  on  the 
Massachusetts  American  Bicentennial 
Medal  contest.  After  winnowing  down 
to  three  designs,  the  committee  choose 
one.  The  artist’s  name  did  not  appear 


on  the  design.  When  the  winner  was 
identified,  Mico  exclaimed,  “she’s  my 
former  student.”) 

Kaufman’s  autobiography  is  the 
product  of  a  very  intelligent  mind.  The 
language,  however,  is  not  of  the  soft- 
spoken  Mico  I  know.  The  book  covers 
his  other  sculpture  as  well:  bronze 
casts,  monumental  works,  miniature 
pewter  figures,  and  more  recently, 
polymer  sculpture. 

The  book  is  uneven  in  its  edit¬ 
ing.  The  Table  of  Contents  lists  the 
medallic  sculpture  chapter  as  “medal- 
lies.”  There  is  no  such  word.  The  last 
chapter,  “Musings”  is  disconnected,  as 
if  the  author  wanted  to  record  in  print 
his  every  thought.  The  book  lacks  an 
index  and  the  customary  list  of  the  art¬ 
ist’s  works  with  dates. 

Even  so  it  is  an  easy  read  and  would 
appeal  to  any  serious  collector  of  Mico 
Kaufman  medals  offering  rare  insight 
to  the  artist  and  fascinating  medal¬ 
lic  lore  to  medals  in  their  collection. 
Available  in  stiff  card  cover  from  Ama¬ 
zon  for  S55.  itu 
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Kaufman’s  Judaic 

HERITAGE,  COMMISSIONED  MEDALS 
DRAMATIC  PORTRAITS  IN  BAS  RELIEF 


Mico  Kaufman  s  medal  of  Henrietta  Szo/d,  founder  of 
Hadassah  who  transformed  it  into  one  of  Judaism  s 
great  social  service  organizations. 


ico  Kaufman’s  long  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  career  was  not  just 
focused  on  medals  for  incoming  U.S. 
Presidents,  even  though  that  series 
likely  is  his  best  known. 

As  an  artist  and  sculptor,  Kaufman 
did  not  -  could  not  -  shy  away  from  his 
work,  or  his  vision. 

He  lost  his  first  marriage  when  his 
first  job  as  an  artist  did  not  pay  enough 
to  support  his  wife  and  three  children. 
She  left.  He  stayed,  and  continued  to 
persevere  until,  as  reviewer  Dick  John¬ 
son  notes,  he  got  his  first  big  break  in 
an  interview  with  Medallic  Art  Co. 


Jewish  American 
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From  that  point  forward,  Kaufman’s 
career  was  assured  -  not  because 
someone  gave  him  lucky  breaks,  but 
because  his  work  was  so  superior  to 
others  at  the  time  that  even  when  he 
lost  a  competition  for  a  commission, 
it  was  widely  recognized  that  he  could 
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Top:  Mico  Kaufman  s  plaster  model  for  the 
medal  honoring  the  murdered  Israeli  ath¬ 
letes  of  the  1972  Olympic  Games  captures 
the  extreme  anguish  and  grief  in  a  com¬ 
petitor  s  collapse  on  a  track. 

At  right:  Kaufman  s  portrait  and  medal  of 
U.S.  statesman  Henry  Kissinger. 


Continued 

just  as  easily  have  been  awarded  the 
work. 

The  plaster  model  for  a  medal  honor¬ 
ing  the  murdered  Israeli  athletes  in 
Munich  for  the  20th  Olympic  Games 
balances  iconic  imagery  against  crush¬ 
ing  grief  of  an  athlete,  perhaps  repre¬ 
senting  all  athletes,  that  dominates  the 


obverse.  It  is  an  exceedingly  powerful 
image,  graceful  in  its  brutality. 

Another  medal  shown  on  Mico 
Kaufman’s  website  (micokaufman. 
com)  is  a  statement  on  the  Yom  Kippur 
War  of  1973  when  the  people  of  Israel 
were  called  from  prayer  to  war  and 
dealt  the  nation’s  enemies  a  cmsh- 
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Mico  Kaufman  s  medal  remembering 
the  Yom  Kippur  War  of  1973  balanc¬ 
es  many  forces,  many  perspectives  in 
a  portrait  dominated  by  the  will,  and 
the  shofar. 


Commercial  commissions  for  Mico 
Kaufman  portrayed  images  of  lesser 
importance  in  history’,  but  the  sculptor  did 
not  spare  any  of  his  talent,  as  this  reverse 
of  a  medal  he  created  and  sculpted  for 
Paramount  Pictures  and  featuring  Leon¬ 
ard  Nimoy  as  the  character  Mr.  Spock,  at 
left,  and  William  Shatner  as  the  character 
Captain  James  T.  Kirk.  Both  of  these  Jew¬ 
ish  actors  got  their  big  break  playing  these 
characters  in  the  original  1 960  s  televi¬ 
sion  series,  Star  Trek,  and  the  subsequent 
series  of  movies  that  established  the  serial 
superhero  genre. 
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ing  defeat.  The  medal,  shown  above, 
is  a  delicate  balance  of  determination 
and  faith,  the  rifle  and  the  shofar,  both 
wielded  by  the  strength  of  those  who 
serve,  and  both  signifying  perhaps  the 
end  of  the  Yom  Kippur  observance  and 
the  end  of  the  war. 

Either  way,  the  message  is  very  clear 
on  this  medal. 

But  Kaufman  could  be  whimsi¬ 
cal,  almost  playful,  as  some  of  his 
commercial  commissions  show.  The 
reverse  of  a  medal  for  Paramount  Pic¬ 


tures  portrays  the  two  main  characters 
from  the  original  television  series  and 
movie  series  of  Star  Trek. 

Leonard  Nimoy,  as  First  Officer  Mr. 
Spock  and  William  Shatners  as  Cap¬ 
tain  James  T.  Kirk,  are  shown  in  the 
uniforms  and  makeup  of  their  charac¬ 
ters. 

With  more  than  300  medals  created, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  Mico  Kaufman  is 
one  of  the  premiere  medallic  sculptors 
in  the  world. 

Collecting  his  medals  poses  a  wor- 
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Mico  Kau  fman ’s  medal  for  the  Boston  Jubilee  marking  the  350th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  city  shows  a  range  of  iconography  from  the  early  days  of  the  first  Pil¬ 
grims  to  the  jet  age  and  beyond.  The  design  of  both  faces  of  this  medal  are  more  elabo¬ 
rate  than  the  designs  of  many  of  Kaufman  s  other  medals,  which  tended  to  use  a  balance 
of  strong  single-idea  images  either  alone  or  against  each  other.  Either  way,  Kaufman  is  a 
aster  of  the  form. 


SOCIETY  OF  MEDALLISTS  Issue  No.  87,  1973,  by  Mico  Kaufman.  Nude  youth  with 
guitar  /  Soldier  carrying  wounded 
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Among  Miko  Kaufman  s  commissioned 
medals,  these  three  are  among  the  stand¬ 
outs. 

At  left:  Benjamin  Franklin  is  the  seated 
luminary  in  the  portrait  of  the  medal 
celebrating  the  200th  anniversary  of  the 
Treat y  of  Paris. 

Below,  center:  Pioneer  in  early  computers 
Dr.  An  Wang  is  portrayed  on  a  medal  com¬ 
missioned  by  Wang  Laboratories. 

Below,  right:  Yes,  it  s  Michael  Jackson, 
shown  in  one  of  the  more  dignified  public 
poses  of  the  King  of  Pop. 


Continued 

thy,  if  not  impossible,  challenge  for 
those  who  seek  a  complete  set. 

From  medals  with  a  Judaic  heritage 
theme,  to  medals  of  U.S.  Presidents 
and  the  even  larger  trove  of  medals 
created  for  commercial  commissions, 
the  field  of  collecting  Kaufman’s  med¬ 
als  is  wide  open,  rnj 


47 


Get  a  FREE  Israel  Mint  Set 


(Year  of  our  choice) 

When  you  give  a  gift  membership  to  AINA  for  just  $25 
Call  in  your  gift  information  to  (818)  225-1348 
Or  mail  in  your  gift  information  to: 

AINA,  PO  Box  20255,  Fountain  Hills,  A Z  85269 


Your  name: 

Street 

City: 

State: 

Zip: 

_ Check  enclosed  for  $25, 

or  Charge  to:  _ 

VISA _ MasterCard 

Card  No, 

Expires: 

Recipient’s  Name: 

Street 

City: 

State:  Zip: 

iBank  Note  Reporter 

. 

1882  Gold  Certificates  top  FUN  sale 


*  World  Coin  News 

krawte  pubtic  jtiorv,  S  majtm 

France  wins  Coin  of  the 


?5  rtym*  r 


Numismatic  News 

*  wc<»«couiCio«* 

High  demand,  higher  price 

Fujen?  says  gold  buNon  down  but  not  out  otgltai  issues  begin 

Mint  often  10  percent  discount  on  coins 


St  ATLIJ  AND  UAHHIR 
COINS  IN  FOCUS 


HH5I  COMMfcM 
QUARTER 


M  NUMISMASTER.com- 

POWERED  BV  KRAUSI  PUBUCATIONS 


THE  HOBBY  LEADER  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  NUMISMATICS 

KRAUSE  PUBLICATIONS 


MAGAZINES 

Our  veteran  editors  bring  you  such  respected 
publications  as  Numismatic  News,  World 
Coin  News,  Bank  Note  Reporter  and  Coins 
Magazine. 

BOOKS 

Our  expert  price  analysts  publish  must-have 
reference  books  like  the  Standard  Catalog  line 
of  world  coin  and  paper  money  books,  as  well 
as  U.S.  Coin  Digest  and  North  American  Coins 
&  Prices. 

DIGITAL  PRODUCTS 

Our  latest  products  allow  you  to  enjoy  price 
guides  as  never  before,  with  greater  portability, 
photo  enlargement,  and  individual  page  printing 
capabilities. 


ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  and  NumismaticNews.com 
bring  you  the  most  up-to-date  industry  news 
and  pricing,  and  our  weekly  email  newsletters 
are  must-reads. 

SHOWS 

Our  Chicago  Paper  Money  Expo  and  Chicago 
International  Coin  Fair  make  Chicago  a  must- 
stop  for  dealers  and  collectors. 


A  wealth  of  information  awaits 
you  at  NumisMaster.com 
and  ShopNumisMaster.com 


Krause  Publications,  700  E.  State  St,  lola,  Wl  54990-0001  •  855-842-5272  •  ShopNumisMaster.com 


WORLD  &  ANCIENT  COIN  AUCTIONS 


HERITAGE  AUCTIONS  is 
The  Market  Leader  in  Judaean  Coins 


Titus,  as  Caesar  (AD  69-79). 
Jewish  War  (AD  66-70).  IVDAEA  DEVICTA  type  AV  aureus. 

AR  prototype  shekel.  Year  1.  Realized  $956,000 

Realized  $1,105,375 


Vespasian  (AD  69-79). 

IVDAEA  CAPTA  type  Orichalcum  sestertius. 

Realized  $262,900 


Bar  Kokhba  Revolt  (AD  132-135). 
AR  sela.  Year  1. 

Realized  $89,625 


INQUIRIES: 


David  Michaels 
Director,  Ancient  Coins 
310-492-8615 
DMichaels@HA.com 


Sam  Spiegel 

Manager,  Sr.  Numismatist 

214-409-1524 

SamS@HA.com 


HERITAGE 

AUCTIONS 

THE  WORLD’S  LARGEST  NUMISMATIC  AUCTIONEER 

DALLAS  I  NEW  YORK  I  BEVERLY  HILLS  I  SAN  FRANCISCO  I  CHICAGO  I  PARIS  I  GENEVA  I  HONG  KONG 

Always  Accepting  Quality  Consignments  in  40  Categories  I  Immediate  Cash  Advances  Available 

800.USCOINS  (872.6467) 


Paul  R.  Minshull  #16591.  Paul  R.  Minshull  #LSM0605473;  Heritage  Auctions  #LSM0602703  &  #LSM0624318BP 
K.  Guzman  #0762165;  Heritage  Auctions  #1364738  &  SHDL  #1364739  BP  17.5%  see  HA.com.  36080 


